
San Jose, Costa Rica’s capital, sits in 
the Central Valley region with the 
Talamanca Mountains to the south and 
volcanoes to the north.  
 
The city is distinguished by its Spanish 
colonial buildings, like the ornate, 
neoclassical National Theatre of Costa 
Rica overlooking downtown’s Plaza de 
la Cultura, a popular gathering spot.  
 
Below the plaza, the Pre-Columbian 
Gold Museum displays hundreds of 
gleaming artifacts. 
 


